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no legal action was taken. "Then Editor George of the Post
went before District Attorney Latimer and made affidavit upon
information and belief, charging Captain Clarke and his two
mates with maliciously beating and wounding Charles B. Brown,
on the high seas."13 During the three days delay the first mate
had disappeared. Now the Post offered $400 for his arrest.
Eventually he was caught and punished with the other officers
of the Sunrise after an exciting though revolting trial.
The public was at last made awrare of the hideous injustice
done to sailors: their scurvy-producing food, their wretched
pay, their slavery to commanding officers. As long as he held an
editorial pen, Henry George fought for their rights.
He fought for women's rights, too. On July 2,1872, he wrote:
We have long been a warm sympathizer with female school
teachers in their contest to secure an equality of rights and compen-
sation in pursuit of their noble calling. No arguments have yet been
presented suflBcient to convince us that women have not the capacity
to fill the very highest positions in educational institutions, nor
have we been able to see by what rule of right or principle of
justice women should receive less pay than men for performing the
same duties equally well	The true rule is to open the ranks of
competition without regard to sex. Let those who are best qualified
be chosen, whether male or female.14
His strong belief in feminism was proved in behavior as well
as in word. One day as he went home he saw his wife approach-
ing from another direction. Catching sight of Jiim she hurried up
and explained, "I was delayed shopping. I'm sorry—I always
like to be home waiting for you."
"Annie," he responded almost severely, "don't you ever talk
that way again. Just why must you get home at a certain time?
I don't possess you! Never put me in the position, even in your
thought, of being your master, to whom you need give an
accounting of your actions! I'm free to come and go as I see fit—
and so must you be!"15
San Francisco was bitterly divided over the issue of women's
rights. Women who solicited votes at local option elections
were treated disrespectfully. The Post attacked their ungallant
assailants, and this provoked the wrath of the saloons where
much of the antifeminist agitation had its center. Henry George
was quick to retaliate. He inspired an investigation of the liquor
interests, and it was proved on analysis of samples of the liquor

